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Steve Newton, Vice Chair KOT

Why Do I Need Advisory Council Training when I’ve been on the AC for Years? 
 

It is a great question and I expect many you who are trying to figure out a good 
time to attend a four hour training class are asking the same question. Maybe 
you’re thinking – “I’ve held many of the AC positons so what would I expect to 
learn. Besides, it’s not like we don’t already attend Kairos activities on many 
Saturdays.” 
 

The AC that I’m associated with just forced themselves to find a  
Saturday and a location for their training. Three other AC’s also attended the training. It was not a convenient 
date for anyone from any of the four AC’s. But we did it anyway. 
 
In retrospect, the training was well worth the investment in our time. The Kairos trainer did a very professional 
job of presenting the information while listening to and responding to questions. 
 
Nothing formal but I did notice that the vast majority of the questions came from experienced Kairos veterans. 
Maybe some had not kept up with the changes over the last few years or just chose to continue to do “business 
the way we’ve always done it”. 
 
I can’t remember but I think EZRA makes the point – “If you’re a veteran and you don’t think you need to pay 
attention while the rules are discussed, please see that as a RED FLAG.” Rarely is it that the “rookies” get into 
trouble, it’s the veterans who think they already know how everything works. It’s the same way with Advisory 
Council Training. Often, it’s the veterans that learn the most from reinforcing their understanding of the process 
and procedures. 
 
According to the Kairos website, the training is designed “to provide local Advisory Councils with all the tools 
they need to operate efficiently, to understand their roles and authority, and to operate effectively and according 
to the Kairos Prison Ministry Operating Procedures.” How can your AC operating effectively not be a good 
thing? 
 
Please make the effort and take the time to get together with a couple of other AC’s in your region and make the 
time for the training. I promise you will be glad you did. 
 
Ray Sims is the state coordinator for Advisory Council Training and if you don’t know the regional coordinator 
in your area, please contact Ray. He’ll point you to the right person. Thanks everyone. This is something we can 
do and should do. 
 
raysims@sbcglobal.net       (832) 326-0625 work      (281) 320-7575 home 
 
 

http://www.kairosoftexas.org
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Buck Rogers
KOT Clergy

What Do You Say?

When asked recently about the current issues facing our nation today (The Supreme Court ruling, 
immigration, racism, terrorism) and more, I really didn’t have to hesitate to answer. My answer came in 
the form of a question “What does God’s Word say?” As believers in Christ, we believe that the Bible is 
the infallible word of God which is our standard rule for life. B.I.B.L.E (Basic Instructions Before 
Leaving Earth). While many believers rather not be involved with the current issues; and although we 
are not of the world, we are in the world. God calls us to be engaged. “The world is unprincipled. It’s a 
dog-eat-dog world out there! The world doesn’t fight fair. But we don’t live or fight our battles that way 
– never have never will. The tools of our trade aren’t for marketing or manipulation. We use our 
powerful God – tools for smashing warped philosophies and tearing down barriers erected against the 
truth of God...” (II Cor 10: 3-5 MSG) We pray, we love, and we listen to what God has to say. 

In Kairos we to believe that “The Bible is God’s Authoritative and inspired word for our faith and our 
lives. There are behaviors, sometimes tolerated in society, whether illegal or not, that do not reflect 
biblical standards; and are therefore unacceptable for Kairos Prison Ministry Staff or volunteers as 
they serve. Kairos “Code of Conduct” mykairos.org addresses issues that we as volunteers may 
encounter as we serve. So, if anyone asks you what is your take on the current issues just tell them “as 
for me and my family we’ll worship God” (Joshua 24:15. MSG) and remember always to listen, listen, 
love, love. 
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   your Kairos moment, everything about you will change and your life will never be he same.

Jeremiah Busby 

Vehicle of Change by Pastor Jeremiah Busby

Change is to make the form, nature, content, future course …etc of something different from what it is or 

from what it would be if left alone; to transform or convert; make or become different.  I was sitting in 

prison serving an 80 (eighty) year sentence with a mandate to spend the rest of my life in prison. This 

state left me feeling hopeless, joyless, peace-less, dark and dangerous. But God still had his hand on my 

life; and even in the midst of me not knowing how to reach out to God, he reached out to me and sent my 

“vehicle of change” in the way of Kairos #14 on the Eastham Unit.  It was through that experience that a 

desire was activated in me to want to do the will of God, to become the man of God he called me to be.  I 

was reassured that I hadn’t gone too far or done too much that I couldn’t be restored to the man God 

intended me to be.  It was on that day of Kairos #14 that instantaneously, the darkness that had plagued 

my life for so many years was replaced with the light and love of Christ.  It was through Kairos and the 

love of the Kairos brothers that I was able to be introduced to “Jesus Christ”.  I truly appreciate Kairos 

and all that it represents.  Kairos in the ancient Greek means the “right or opportune moment” and for 

me that day on the Eastham Unit was definitely a Kairos moment for me and it changed my life 

forever.  Now as I have rightfully taken my position as a Kingdom man after my Exodus from prison, 

God has positioned me to go on to do things I never thought I would be worthy of doing.  He has used me 

to give birth and bring forth the vision of PhoenX Ministries (Rising from the Ashes), a ministry that 

focuses on the rehabilitation, restoration and re-entry of the ex-offender.  My Kairos moment changed 

my heart and my mind, and my life has never been the same.  Romans:  12:2 says “Do not conform any 

longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind”.  When you 

embrace  
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Kairos Prison Ministry International Summer Conference

2015 Annual Conference was held
July 28 - August 1, 2015

in Ft Worth, Texas
at the Dolce Hotel and Resorts

The Kairos Prison Ministry Summer Conference was held in Ft. Worth, Texas from July 28 -
August 1 this year. There were over 240 attendees, some from as close as Ft. Worth and some
from as far away as South Africa. We elected a new KPMI Board Member - Buck Rogers from
Texas, along with 4 others from various states. The keynote address was given by Cleve Bell
(last surviving member of the original nine old men who started up Kairos). There were
numerous workshops and a lot of new ideas presented, some of which will be implemented. More
info to come in the October issue.



How the internet got started 
                                   
In ancient Israel, it came to pass that a trader by the name of Abraham Com did take unto himself a healthy 
young wife by the name of Dorothy. 
                        
And Dot Com was a homely woman, large of breast, broad of shoulder and long of leg.  Indeed, she was often 
called Amazon Dot Com. 
  
And she said unto Abraham, her husband, "Why dost thou travel so far from town to town with thy goods when 
thou canst trade without ever leaving thy tent?" 
  
And Abraham did look at her as though she were several saddle bags short of a camel load, but simply said, 
"How, dear?" 
                   
And Dot replied, "I will place drums in all the towns and drums in between to send messages saying what you 
have for sale, and they will reply telling you who hath the best price.  The sale can be made on the drums and 
delivery made by Uriah's Pony Stable (UPS)." 
  
Abraham thought long and decided he would let Dot have her way with the drums.              
And the drums rang out and were an immediate success. 
                      
Abraham sold all the goods he had at the top price, without ever having to move from his tent. 
  
To prevent neighboring countries from overhearing what the drums were saying, Dot devised a system that only 
she and the drummers knew.  It was known as Must Send Drum Over Sound (MSDOS), and she also developed 
a language to transmit ideas and pictures - Hebrew To The People (HTTP). 
                         
And the young men did take to Dot Com's trading as doth the greedy horsefly take to camel dung.  They were 
called Nomadic Ecclesiastical Rich Damascus Sybarites, or NERDS. 
                          
And lo, the land was so feverish with joy at the new riches and the deafening sound of drums that no one 
noticed that the real riches were going to that enterprising drum dealer, Brother William of Gates, who 
bought off every drum maker in the land.  Indeed he did insist on drums to be made that would work only with 
Brother Gates' drum heads and drum sticks. 
                        
Dot did say, "Oh, Abraham, what we have started is being taken over by others." And Abraham looked out over 
the Bay of Ezekiel , or eBay as it came to be known. 
                           
He said, "We need a name that reflects what we are." 
                         
And Dot replied, "Young Ambitious Hebrew Owner Operators." 
                          
"YAHOO," said Abraham.  And because it was Dot's idea, they named it YAHOO Dot Com. 
                     
Abraham's cousin, Joshua, being the young Gregarious Energetic Educated Kid (GEEK) that he was, soon 
started using Dot's drums to locate things around the countryside. 
                           
It soon became known as God's Own Official Guide to Locating Everything (GOOGLE). 
                           
That is how it all began.  And that's the truth. 
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HOW THE INTERNET GOT STARTED



Bible Study Humor 
 
GOOD SAMARITAN 
A Sunday School teacher was telling her class the story of the Good Samaritan. She asked the class, 'If you saw 
a person lying on the roadside, all wounded and bleeding, what would you do?' A thoughtful little girl broke the 
hushed silence, 'I think I'd throw up.' 
 
DID NOAH FISH? 
A Sunday School teacher asked, 'Johnny, do you think Noah did a lot of fishing when he was on the ark?' 'No,' 
replied Johnny. 'How could he, with just two worms.' 
 
HIGHER POWER 
A Sunday School teacher said to her children, 'We have been learning how powerful kings and queens were in 
Bible times. But, there is a Higher Power. Can anybody tell me what it is?' One child blurted out, 'Aces!' 
 

MOSES AND THE RED SEA 

Nine-year-old Joey was asked by his mother what he had learned in Sunday School,. 'Well, Mom, our teacher 

told us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to lead the Israelites out of Egypt...When 

he got to the Red Sea, he had his army build a pontoon bridge and all the people walked across safely. Then he 

radioed headquarters for reinforcements. They sent bombers to blow up the bridge and all the Israelites were 

saved.' 'Now, Joey, is that really what your teacher taught you?' his Mother asked. 'Well, no, Mom. But, if I told 

it the way the teacher did, you'd never believe it!' 

 

THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD 

A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young class memorize one of the most quoted passages in the 

Bible - Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a month to learn the chapter. Little Rick was excited about the task - 

but he just couldn't remember the Psalm...After much practice, he could barely get past the first line. On the day 

that the kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of the congregation, Ricky was so nervous. When it was 

his turn, he stepped up to the microphone and said proudly, 'The Lord is my Shepherd, and that's all I need to 

know.' 
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Stress ReliefBIBLE STUDY HUMOR

   What if you woke
up 

TODAY
    with only the things
                   that you

                thanked
God      for

yesterday?
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          Over the last year I have been thinking about my life and the road God has allowed me to travel.  It has not always 

been an easy path, but in the end it was worth the trip.  I would like to share a little of it with you.   

          In 1974 I was blessed to marry my best friend.  In November of that same year we welcomed our daughter to our 

family.  We lived close to family and life was good.  In December of 1976 we welcomed our first son and life seemed 

better.  God had a plan that would take us away from our families.  In 1977 the job market dried up in our area so we 

made the choice for my husband to go back into the Army.  We packed our little family in our car and moved to 

Oklahoma.  It was there our last son was born.  Shortly after his birth my husband came home with the announcement 

that we would be moving to Germany.   I had to wait for about 5 months until my husband could get housing for us.  I 

moved back home with my parents.  About a month before I was due to leave to join my husband, our youngest son 

contracted pneumonia and suffered a seizure that lasted 45 minutes.  He was admitted to the hospital and stayed for a 

week.   He continued to have seizures for the rest of his life.  About 3 weeks later we joined my husband in Germany.  

Now you may ask what kind of lesson there was to be learned here.  There is blessings in having family close by.  

Another blessing is not having family close by.  It taught us to depend on each other. My husband and I are closer now 

and it made our marriage stronger. 

            In 1988 my life changed again.  I was at work one night and I called home to speak to my husband.  He was 

working first shift and I was working second shift so we would speak most nights on the phone.  My daughter told me 

my husband wasn’t home.  I had literally just put the phone back on the hook when my boss came in the break room to 

tell me there was someone in the office who wanted to see me.  I was surprised to see my husband standing there.  He 

had come to get me from work because my Father had committed suicide. The hardest part was walking into my 

Mother’s house.  I felt like I was walking a gauntlet.   The next year I had a nervous breakdown, and once again my life 

changed. 

           Life continued with our new normal.  Our youngest son was put on a new medication for his seizures that we later 
learned was a contributing factor in depression and suicide.  In 2003 on New Year’s Eve I was working at Walmart.  I 
called home to tell our youngest son I would be home a little later.  He didn’t answer his phone so I called my oldest son 
to ask if he knew where his brother was. He said “Mom you have to come home now!” I asked him what was wrong and 
he just said again that I needed to come home.  Finally I asked him if his brother had done something stupid.  He never 
said another word just handed the phone to a police officer.  The officer asked my name and I told him who I was.  He 
then told me on the phone that apparently my son had taken his own life.  I was taken home and proceeded to make 
funeral arrangements for my youngest child.  The hard part was telling his father who was an over-the-road trucker.  He 
was in Nebraska at the time stuck in a snow storm.  It was 2 days before he could get home to where we were.   
          In September of that year CPS took custody of the only grandchildren we had.  In October our daughter and son-in-
law were arrested.   Our daughter was charged with sexual abuse of her oldest son.  Her husband was charged with 
sexual abuse of their daughter.  It was a very hard year for us.  We lost almost all of our family.  In May of the next year 
our daughter was convicted and sentenced to 25 years in North Dakota.  Her husband was convicted and sentenced to 
life.  Our daughter decided she didn’t want contact with us.   
          We were living in Colorado and a very good friend asked me to be on her team for Kairos Inside.  She and her 
daughter had been doing it for a very long time, but I never felt it was something I wanted to do.  I actually opened my 
mouth to tell her no and yes came out.  I was hooked.  I did the next weekend.  I was asked to be on the Counsel.  While 
I was attending training in Denver, I learned about Kairos Outside.  I told the leader that I wanted to be on a team.  She 
suggested very strongly that I needed to be a guest.  I told her no I really don’t.  Well she won the argument and I was a 
guest on Kairos Outside #1 in Colorado.  I was asked to be on team #2.  I had made a promise to my friend I would be on 
her team for the next Kairos Inside so I said no, but I REALLY wanted to do Kairos Outside.  I didn’t feel disobedient by 
honoring a commitment I had made a year before I knew about Kairos Outside.  Before I went to bed that night I prayed 
that God would show me where he wanted me to serve, Inside or Outside.  When I got up the next morning I opened my 
e-mail there was a note form the leader of the next KI weekend saying it was cancelled because they were closing the 
prison.  I now had a clear direction for my service.   
          If you take away just one thing from my story I pray it is this.  Just like in the story of Job, God restores all things. 
After I got my letter on my weekend from my daughter, it opened the lines of communication.  Now she asks if she and 
her friends can do anything for our weekends.  God continues to heal that relationship. If He did it for me, He will do it 
for you too.  All you have to do is ask.  

Cathy Flint - Kairos Outside
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The Holy Alphabet... This is Beautiful

Although things are not perfect 
Because of trial or pain 
Continue in thanksgiving 
Do not begin to blame 
Even when the times are hard 
Fierce winds are bound to blow 
God is forever able 
Hold on to what you know 
Imagine life without His love 
Joy would cease to be 
Keep thanking Him for all the things 
Love imparts to thee 
Move out of "Camp Complaining" 
No weapon that is known 
On earth can yield the power 
Praise can do alone 
Quit looking at the future 
Redeem the time at hand 
Start every day with worship 
To "thank" is a command 
Until we see Him coming 
Victorious in the sky 
We'll run the race with gratitude 
X alting God most high 
Y es, there'll be good times and yes some will be bad, but... 
Z ion waits in glory.....where none are ever sad! 

"I AM Too blessed to be stressed!" The shortest distance between a problem and a solution is the distance 
between your knees and the floor. The one who kneels to the Lord can stand up to anything. Love and peace 
be with you forever, Amen.
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KAIROS of TEXAS STATE OFFICERS

Chair - Jim Irwin 
Past Chair - Bill Salser
Vice Chair - Steve Newton 
Secretary - Cissy Kabat 
Financial Secretary - Bill Salser
Treasurer - Robert Robinson
International Rep - Thomas Becker
International Rep - Julie Cole
International Rep - Mike Stumbaugh
International Rep. - David Ross
International Rep at large - Buck Rogers 
KO Chair - Marcia Wiseman
KO Vice Chair - Carole Venhaus
KO State Secretary - Brenda Richardson 
KO International Rep - Marjorie Whitner
KPMI Board of Directors - Inetta Reddell
KPMI Foundation Chair - Mike Springer 
TDCJ Dir. of Chap. Opr - Vance Drum
TDCJ Asst. Dir. Chap. Opr. - Michael Rutledge
TDCJ  Dir. of Vol. Srvs. - Stacie Woods
Torch - Chapter Chair - Buck Rodgers

Committee Chairs:
AC Coordination Chair - Ray Sims
Agape - Jaime Gonzales
Advisory Council - Bill Salser
Clergy Coord. - Buck Rodgers
Communication Chair - Roger Harbert
     Newsletter Coord. - Bettye Keefer
     Website Coord. - Bettye Keefer/Bill Darnall
     Registrar - Julie Cole
Compliance and Training - Jim Lodovic
Financial Sub-Comm. Chair - Bob Cole   
     Food Control - Glenda Robinson
Fund Raising/Sponsorship - Tom Venhaus
Logistics & Support Chair - Thomas Becker
Music Committee - Scott Van Pelt
New Starts Committee - Steve Newton
Outreach Chair  - Kenny Hensley
Program Committee - Debbie Van Pelt
State Training (AKT) - Mike Stumbaugh
Trailer Coord  - Scott Van Pelt
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During the Kairos Prison Ministry 

Summer Conference July 28 - Aug. 1,

2015 at Ft. Worth TX there was a 

memorial service for these servants of

God who have gone to be with Him:

Larry Adams, Austin Anthis, Tabitha

Bruton, Jimmy Cawood, Ann Curtin,

Tom Damrow, Alex Flores, Patty Hirst,

Bob Hodges, Lester Howard, Ruby

Johnson, Harold Kraus, Andy Layh, 

Rufus Martin, Marion Midgley, Henry

Munk, Mac Newby, Keith Palmquist,

Don Schmidt, Anne Smyth, Sally

Suckling, Lois Welch, Warner Willams.

Each name was called and a candle was

lit in their name. 

In Loving Memory



      Be sure to visit our website at  Our webmaster, Bill Darnall, has done an amazing www.kairosoftexas.org.
job of putting this all together. The schedule and location for State Board meetings for 2015 are included 
here. We have a calendar showing when all the weekends will be held.  Check your weekend - we depend on 
you to keep them updated.
      On that same website you will find the current state officers, state meetings and minutes, map of state
meetings, committees, and when the weekends are to be held. You will also find this current and past 
newsletters there. If your unit does a newsletter, we would love to add it. There are links to KPMI and TDCJ.
      There is information about Kairos Outside, including structure, forms and information, newsletters, and 
mission field. The minutes for KO meetings can also be found there.
      Please take a look and see if we need to change, remove or add anything.
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