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Flourish, not just 
Survive
Scheduling Weekends

 
          As many of you already know, the new 
guidelines state that a weekend leader must attend 
AKT from 12 to 24 months before their weekend.  
In addition, the Observing Leader must have 
attended AKT in order to participate as an OL.  
These new guidelines may lead Advisory Councils 
in Texas to change the way they go about 
scheduling future weekends and recruiting weekend 
leaders.   
          Some may interpret the new guidelines as 
another case where the “big kids” at KPMI are 
dictating the way we do our business in Texas.  I 
hope that you see past that and recognize that these 
guidelines fit perfectly with the Texas objective of 
“Flourish, not just survive.”   
          Every six months, an AC experiences an 
emergency because something happened to the next 
weekend leader and there is no one to take their 
place.  Sometimes KPMI gives us permission to let 
someone lead that has already served in that 
capacity.  It is folly for our Advisory Councils to 
believe that we can depend on getting permission to 
use ex-weekend leaders.  Lack of planning our part 
does not always translate into emergency/expedited 
decisions in our favor by KPMI leadership.   

          Other times, the only recourse is to postpone 
the weekend.  It is unimaginable to me that anything 
could be worse than postponing a weekend.  Just 
think of the impact we DID NOT HAVE on 36/42 
inmates.   
          Another benefit of scheduling future 
weekends and leaders is that the AC will have more 
flexibility scheduling AKT for the leaders.  Some of 
the AC’s have been forced to send leaders out of 
state to AKT training.  The AKT slots in Texas fill 
up very quickly.   
          With that as a backdrop and using the KOT 
Master List, I found that several of the Kairos Inside 
Advisory Councils have a lot of work if the new 
guidelines are to be honored.  Seventeen Advisory 
Councils have only one weekend scheduled in 2017, 
while 5 have no weekends scheduled in 2017.   
Fortunately, 8 Advisory Councils have all weekends 
in 2017 scheduled plus one weekend in 2018.  
Congratulations to Bartlett and Luther – they have 
both weekends in 2018 scheduled. 
          It is recognized that there could be at least 
four elements at play.  

�  First, it could be that an Advisory Council 
has scheduled weekend in the future but 
have not recruited weekend leaders.   

�  Second, it could be the AC has scheduled 
future weekends and selected weekend 
leaders, but the AC secretary has not 
communicated that information to Julie 
Cole.   

�  Third, the schedule can only be expressed in 
month and year (4/00/2017).  This is 
certainly better than nothing, but Julie Cole 
must have the specific dates before they can 
be sent to KPMI for inclusion on their 
master list of weekends. 

Continued on page 5

http://www.kairosoftexas.org


Important websites:
Kairos of Texas:   www.kairostexas.org

www.mykairos.orgKPMI:   2.

Ray Sims
Vice Chair KOT 

AC Coordination Chair
New Starts Committee Chair

          We are all familiar with the parable of the workers in the vineyard where Jesus talks about the harvest 
waiting to be picked, but too few workers to do the harvesting. “When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on 
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, 
“The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers 
into his harvest field.”  Matthew 9: 36-38. 
          We all know the problem, more opportunity for ministry than we have workers to do it. 

The list below defines the harvestB   

wś┼╜◘■ Unit Name Active Kairos Point Person Men/Women Location 

Private Cleveland     Men Cleveland 

Private Diboll     Men Diboll 

Private Moore, B     Men Overton  

Region I Ellis     Men Huntsville 

Region I Goree     Men Huntsville 

Region I Lewis     Men Woodville 

Region II Powledge     Men Palestine 

Region III Ramsey     Men Rosharon 

Region III Scott     Men Angleton 

Region III Stringfellow     Men Rosharon 

Region VI Crain     Women Gatesville 

Region VI Hilltop     Women Gatesville 

Region VI Pack     Men Navasota 

Private Bridgeport   Scott Winters Men Bridgeport 

Region II Telford Nov 3-6 Bob Diggs Men 
New 
Boston 

Region III Jester III   Gerald Sellers Men Richmond 

  
Federal Medical 
Center   Tony Perez Women Carswell 

restart Harris Co. Torch   
Marcia 

Wiseman         Youth Harris Co. 
 

New Starts Opportunities
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st ndOn May 1  & 2 , 2015, a Blessed and Historical Kairos 
of Texas Event took place at the Mountain View 
Women's Unit in Gatesville, TX. Kairos Death Row #1, 
and the First Death Row Kairos experience ever in the 
State of Texas, became reality after a long process of 
gaining acceptance and approval from KPMI, KOT, 
TDCJ and finally Senior Warden Melody Nelson at the 
Mountain View Unit. It was interesting and challenging 
in that The Warden gave her Blessing, but it had to all be 
done in TWO DAYS. The Weekend Leader, Carolyn 
Jones, immediately went to work on condensing four 
days into two days, which had to be approved by KPMI 
and KOT. She was able to accomplish that with nothing 
left out, primarily due to the fact that Texas Women's 
Death Row census is very small. Of the only six 
residents currently on TX DR, two were disallowed by 
the Warden, and one did not feel she was ready to 
participate. And, then there were “three”! Three very 
accepting ladies that came with open hearts and smiles 
for Jesus.                                                                                                   
          Weekend Leader, Carolyn Jones, prayed over and 
chose a team of six very experienced Kairos Members 
including Gloria Hilburn - Advising Leader, Beverly 
Tarbet - Clergy, Joni Garza-Table Leader, LeeAnn Omo - 
Asst Table Leader, and Lisa Morgan - Musician. There 
was also a very accomplished 10 Member Support Team 
which made the Weekend work very smoothly. A full 
complement of Team Meetings was hosted by The Trail 
to the Cross Cowboy Church in Hillsboro, TX. All 
training modules were completed, all talks previewed, 
music was carefully selected and meals, cookies and 
agape plans made accordingly, as team bonding occurred 
with Christ at the Center of all.

th          Thursday April 30 , 2015 was a day of gathering 
and preparation as the team arrived at Trinity Baptist 
Church is Gatesville. Cookies were bagged enough for 
every lady on the Unit (620 of them), massive amounts 
of paper agape was sorted, and an over 300 foot prayer 
chain was assembled; ending with a hand-washing and 
commissioning ceremony for the entire team.

st
          Friday Morning May 1 , prayed up and ready the 
team left for the unit with the supplies for the day. The 
six inside and two female support team arrived with our 
wagons loaded, processed in and headed for the DR Unit 
only 20 yards from the front gate, then quickly found that 
the staff nor the participants were expecting us. The 
communication had been misplaced, but was found and 
set up began, with only slight knowledge of how much 
space we would have. We did, however, know that 

everything would be in one room. Accordingly, 
the speaker podium had to be right next to the 
Altar, there could be no separation. The only table 
was a 4 top bolted to the floor, with the seats 
attached, so the table leader was seated at the 
table with the 3 ladies, with Ass't TL and Clergy 
seated nearby at other similar tables. It was 
strange, but do-able, and everything else needed, 
such as coffee, food, talk posters, etc. was mostly 
on the floor and on the one other similar table to 
the one where the ladies were seated. There were 
NO Secrets in there. The smell of fresh brewed 
coffee (unheard of where they live). drew the 
ladies from their cells only feet away from the 
conference/chapel room. One was slow getting 
there until she heard we also had bananas. She 
had not tasted a banana in 17 years, thus the 
weekend began.
          The three ladies knew what Kairos was 
about, as they had heard from others in the past of 
how wonderful it was, and oh yeah, the food. 
Also, by reputation of the “cookies” always 
brought in to the whole unit each year, even to 
DR. The ladies were in awe saying they never 
expected they would ever be allowed to 
participate in Kairos, and were so very grateful to 
the Warden. They could not believe that six free 
world ladies were actually there inside their 
closed off world sitting so closely with them, and 
that they were being allowed the great privilege of 
such a freedom. The Warden made the time with 
them even more precious by allowing the team to 
touch and hold hands with them in prayer (again 
unheard of where they live). Immediately they 
wanted to thank Warden Nelson for her grace in 
allowing the “free world” in, and for allowing 
them to remember how it was to feel “free” for 
those two days. The “Breath of Heaven” quickly 
covered the tiny room and the ladies listened 
intently to every talk, with great discussion and 
poster times. They asked thoughtful questions, 
and quickly had an amazing understanding of The 
Love of God” that was being shared with them. 
They enjoyed the poster parties and open mike 
time, sharing honestly about how the talks 
affected them, and what they had learned and/or 
realized about themselves as women of value and 
daughters of God, worthy of His Grace. When the 
agape started to appear on the walls, and the

First Kairos in Death Row In Texas            Gloria Hilburn UAC - Mountain View Unit

Continued on page 4
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. . By Saturday afternoon, great trusted bonds of 
friendship had been formed by both team and 
participants. Even the Security Officers on each 
day were drawn in and affected by the unfamiliar 
sounds of music and laughter, and could feel the 
genuine Love of God that was being shared in that 
tiny room. As time was nearing to close the Kairos 
of DR #1 at Mountain View, and talks were 
winding down, the mood became somewhat sad, 
until it became real at the Cross Ceremony that it 
was not the end, but the beginning of a fresh start 
in their personal relationship with Christ. Kairos 
would be back for Instructional and would be 
allowed to come back for reunion time with them 
monthly. The Closing Comments (shared only with 
those in the room) were very telling in that the dry 
and empty feelings expressed on Friday were 
gone, and in just two days, they felt alive in Christ 
again, looking up and looking forward instead of 
looking down and dwelling on the past. As the 
team departed that evening we saw smiles of Joy 
on faces that had not known or felt that measure of 
love or unrestricted human touch in a very long 
time. God made it happen and it was all done with 
His instruction and favor.
          The Warden and Chaplain have since 
allowed the six inside team members to come back 
and share one hour each month with the three 
ladies of DR #1 for reunion time. They are not 
allowed to have a weekly Prayer and Share time, 
but feel very Blessed and look forward to that one 
hour of freedom and sharing each month. 
          The event was truly a once in a lifetime 
experience for the entire 16 member Mountain 
View Kairos DR #1 Team and each feels Humbly 
Blessed to have been a part of Texas Kairos 
History. 

Continued from page 3

prayer chain came out, there were many tears of both joy 
and disbelief that so many people outside the prison walls 
would care, and much less take the time to actually pray for 
them. The 300 foot prayer chain wrapped the tiny room 
many times over, and the ladies themselves were wrapped 
in layers of the prayer chain on their bodies. When it was 
time to move on, they did not want to let the “prayers” go, 
but the prayers were hung, as much as possible, on the tiny 
bit of wall space, then everyone enjoyed walking knee deep 
in “prayers” for the rest of the day. The Ladies wept and 
expressed that they had never felt so loved.
          The awesome support team outdid themselves 
preparing and presenting the ladies with comfort foods 
including Hamburgers, Fried Chicken and Hoagies, with 
scrumptious desserts on both Friday and Saturday. Meals 
were allowed to be served family style in a room next door 
to the meeting room, which was also a novelty, because 
mealtime is usually spent alone with food served through 
the locked slots on the front of their tiny cells. It was a time 
of sharing and laughter they said reminded them of happy 
times in their lives. All meals were shared with the entire 
DR Staff, as well as the one lady who chose not to 
participate in the weekend. That one admitted she wished 
she had participated, and thankful for those heavenly bites 
of God's love.
          Chapel and prayer times were very much loved and 
brought more tears. The mere opportunity to share hearts 
and prayers with others is so rare in the DR environment 
that they became very treasured moments. The Table Prayer 
was especially emotional, when they were allowed to pray 
over each other one on one. God was truly working in their 
hearts.

nd          Saturday May 2  started out with a surprise for the 
team. Upon arrival the room was completely set up and 
ready to start the day. The ladies had memorized where 
everything was the day before and, with the SO's 
permission, they had everything arranged perfectly as their 
gift to the team. 

L.-R. Beverly Tarbet,  Kay Lancaster, Lisa 
Rodriquez, Lee Ann Omo,  Carolyn Jones, Lisa
Morgan, Joni Garza, Mary Howard, Scott Van Pelt, 
Debbie Van Pelt, Mike Stumbaugh, Gloria Hilburn,
David Hilburn, Cliff Omo, B.B. Stumbaugh, and
Bob Diggs (not pictured).  

Team Photo

                                       Death Row in Texas



· Last and worst case – future weekends have 
not been scheduled nor have weekend 
leaders recruited. 

All of the four elements have an inherent problem 
that need attention and resolution by the unit 
Advisory Council. 
          Kairos Outside should be recognized for how 
well their future weekend planning has been done.  
Congratulations to the entire Kairos Outside 
Community.  Every KO Advisory Councils have 
their 2017 weekends scheduled and seven have one 
weekend in 2018 scheduled. 
          In summary, scheduling future weekends two 
years in advance makes good sense.  It provides the 
optimum flexibility for the Advisory Council to  
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react when (not if) emergencies arise. It also allows 
more freedom when scheduling leaders to AKT. 
          As stated at the KOT meeting in October, the 
goal is for all KI and KO Advisory Councils, by 
the end of 2016, to have all weekends scheduled 
and leaders selected through 2018.  Some of the 
units may not be able to commit to specific dates in 
2018 and so month and year are okay for now.  
However, the specific dates in 2017 should be 
nailed down. 
          One other important point – it is the Advisory 
Council Secretary’s job to communicate weekend 
dates and leaders to Julie Cole.  Please do so. 

Continued from page 1                                              Weekend Scheduling

          The Opportunity:  Twelve TDCJ medium to 
maximum security prisons, four private prisons and a 
federal prison, all located in Texas, are in dire need of 
the love of Jesus Christ as expressed through Kairos.  
That represents 1200 to 1400 souls experiencing the 
love of Jesus per year – if the volunteer teams can be 
raised!
Each facility is in need of someone who would be 
willing to take the lead on making the initial contacts, to 
both the facility administration to educate them about 
Kairos, what it stands for, how Christ works through 
Kairos to transform the culture, and to the volunteers 
needed to form a team.  
          The Challenge:   The majority of these units 
without Kairos are located in southeast Texas.  Many are 
located very near operating Kairos ACs.  For example, 
Pack, a unit with no Kairos pairs geographically with 
Luther, a new Kairos program struggling to establish its 
own volunteer base.  Stringfellow and Ramsey I are 
located right next to Terrell, which is also a new Kairos 
program.  Jester III pairs with Carol Vance.  Ellis and 
Goree are located in the Huntsville area where several 
Kairos ACs are already established.  The peson or 
persons 

called to do the Lord's work of plowing the initial 
ground would need to be sensitive of potentially 
doing harm by over recruiting from established 
programs.  The principal solution always boils down 
to the need for new blood in Kairos, for both 
established and new starts.
          The Victory - comes when all eligible units 
in Texas have a viable Kairos.  A wonderful new 
start success story is the Telford Kairos #1 which 
takes place November 3-6.  Telford is located in far 
northeast Texas, located far from any large 
population center, but it is blessed with a God 
ordained team who are overcoming the logistical 
challenges and will be the hands and feet of Christ 
through Kairos for that unit.  Telford, with 2800 
plus beds, is one of the largest TDCJ units in Texas.
If you are that person who feels the tug of the Holy 
Spirit with respect to doing the initial work in 
starting any one of these Kairos programs, pray and 
then act.  Contact us, we are here to help.

Continued from page 2 - New Starts
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We have all at one time or another heard of the saying: 
Life is precious! After almost 24 years on Texas Death 
Row I have seen and experienced aII that this statement 
brings to the forefront. 
          At the young age of 20 I made one of the most 
crucial mistakes a person can make. I took someone’s 
life. No amount of excuses or explanations could ever 
make what I did excusable or justifiable. There’s 
consequences for every action and mistake. I have been 
living with mine every day since July 1992. The pain 
and suffering has been great for all involved. It’s been a 
heavy burden to carry knowing that my mistake touched 
and devastated so many lives. It doesn't really matter 
what all was happening in my life that led to this 
tragedy. All that matters is that I struggled deeply with 
what I did for the majority of my time here on the Row. 
Then in the early months of. 2007 I reached what I 
thought was the end of this terrible life and journey. My 
execution was set for July 10, 2007. The news was not a 
shock to me. I was prepared. I followed the course of my 
appeals and as each one got denied I knew I was one 
step closer to facing the consequences for my mistake. 
Here in Texas when a person has an execution date set 
they are moved to an isolated section called "Death 
Watch". Only those with an execution date are allowed 
there and are constantly being monitored; more so than 
usual. Every movement is being recorded. Hence the 
fitting name: Death Watch. 
          Everything changes when a date has been set. It is 
one thing being on death row, and it's quite another to 
have an execution date. It may sound redundant but I've 
seen firsthand how people change from who they were 
before and after a date was set. It's like all is done 
mentally to not face the reality of this place and why we 
are here. Many hang onto the hope that they never have 
to face an execution date. For me execution was 
something that I felt was inevitable. I came to terms with 
it quickly and simply waited for that day to come. When 
it did I wasn't prepared for all the emotions and 
memories it would bring. I came face to face once again 
with the enormity of my past. Having to face my family 
and helping them to be strong was very painful and so 
overwhelming. None more so than my mother who was 
going to lose her one and only child. It was moments 
like this forced me to put absolutely everything about 
life in a much deeper perspective. I was dealing with a 
flood of emotions all at once. I’ve always known there 
was a God and I knew of His Son Jesus, but I never 
sought to know Him, much less seek His mercy and 
forgiveness. I lived in fear of Him. I felt unworthy and 
my sins too great to even bother seeking Him. However, 
as the clear reality of my fate stared at me in the face. I 
got on my knees and prayed. My prayers were never to  
 
 

be spared. I prayed for forgiveness, for peace and for 
strength for what me, my family and so many others 
.were going have to go through. It was during these 
moments that I came to the realization that I was asking 
for forgiveness, yet I couldn't forgive myself. How did 
this forgiveness thing work when someone is torn such a 
way? My guilt was so heavy that there was no way to 
force myself. As the time grew closer I was led to speak 
with a pastor and shared my struggle with him and asked 
if God would still forgive me. He assured me of God's 
grace and forgiveness, but he also said we are called to 
believe in Him and His promises. Luke 6:37 says: "Do 
not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, 
and you will not condemned. Forgive, and you will be 
forgiven." Many hear/read these words spoken by Jesus 
Himself and automatically think He was speaking only 
to those who need to do these things towards others. But 
it, can also be addressed towards those who carry such a 
heavy guilt and shame on themselves. I had to find it in 
me to let go of my guilt and shame. t had to believe and 
place my faith in God. Unfortunately the hold guilt had 
on me was too great. 
          3 days leading to one's last day we are allowed to 
visit with up to 10 people during regular visiting hours 
of 8am-5pm. (last day 8am-12pn) My time with fami1y 
and friends were filled with a rollercoaster of emotions. I 
was very grateful for this opportunity because I knew 
not everybody is given such a chance. The night before 
my scheduled execution the warden granted my request 
to have a special mass service per the chaplain’s office. I 
was handcuffed and shackled and taken to a small room 
where the chaplain, his wife and 2 priests were waiting 
and sitting around a small wooden table. The service was 
amazing. I grew up catholic and hadn't been to a mass 
service since D/R. was transferred to this unit in 
1999/2000. I attended catholic services in the Ellis unit 
(where D/R was housed previously) every Saturday 
morning, but sadly it never helped me to fully believe 
and walk closely with Christ. Well, this night I truly felt 
like I was "feeling" Christ’s presence in my heart. When 
the moment came for confession the room was emptied 
except for the head priest and me, I’ll never forget that 
moment. There’s no realer moment in one’s life than 
when they know it's time to lay it all into God's hands. I 
did not want to carry any more guilt and shame. I wanted 
peace. I wanted God’s mercy and forgiveness. I wanted 
to be held by His Loving arms and know 1 would see 
His face soon. Letting go of all the pain, guilt and shame 
had me so emotional that it was like the dam broke. It 
ALL came out. When the priest placed his hands on me, 
prayed a beautiful prayer over me, and covered my face 
in oil. I felt so light and at peace. It literally made me 
release a deep breath as if I could finally exhale all that  

Life on Death Row                                                        

Continued on page 7
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was hurting and troubling me inside. At the conclusion 
of mass service the priests and chaplain hugged me. For 
me this was truly astonishing and unreal. I had not felt 
another human being’s touch like that since coming to 
prison. I had forgotten how it felt to be held like that. 
However, the moment that really touched the deepest 
parts of me was when the chaplain's wife approached me 
and opened her arms and said: "I want to give you a hug 
for your mom. "This act of love and kindness had tears 
coming down my face. I knew it could only be God 
because I did not deserve any of this. Yet, He doesn't 
give us what we deserve but what we have been blessed 
with through His Son Jesus Christ and His blood! 
Needless to say I left there and as I was being escorted 
back to my cell there was such a peace within me despite 
knowing that the following day would be my last. 
          The next morning I woke up after one of the most 
peaceful sleeps I had during my time on death watch. I 
got ready for my last visit with mv family, but not before 
sharing a few words of encouragement with the others 
who were awaiting their day. It's hard to put into words 
being around others right next to you who are also 
counting the days and weeks to their execution. A lot of 
the men who were there with me I had known very well. 
Seeing how D/R is separated from regular prison 
population, this is our own little community, and we get 
to know one another very well. As well.as solitary 
confinement allows anyway. Walking out of my cell and 
stopping in front of every cell to say my goodbye. I 
urged them to stay strong and never lose faith. What I 
saw in these men’s eves were heartfelt emotions. Some 
were holding strong and some were not. I knew all too 
well what they were going through; for I too had stood at 
my door when countless men walked out and never 
returned. Entering the visiting area where my family was 
waiting for me had me eager to share my love for them 
and the peace within me. Sitting there looking at my 
mother's beautiful face and seeing how strong she was 
gave relief to my heart that God was answering my 
prayers. When it came time to say our goodbyes, we 
touched hands behind the Plexiglas staring deeply into 
each other’s eyes knowing that the hardest part of this 
whole process was only hours away. I was led out of the 
visiting area and eventually placed into the transport van 
to be taken to the Death House in Huntsville. I recall 
everything feeling as if it was aII happening in slow 
motion. Maybe it was just me trying to soak up every bit 
of this world as much as possible. During the drive from 
Livingston to Huntsville I was able to look out from a 
window and I was taking in everything: every tree, 
home, car, building absolutely everything and anything 
that had to do with free world life. Doing so brought so 
many thoughts, feelings and emotions; the heaviest was 
remorse. I can honestly say there was never a day of my 
life that I didn't feel remorse. Some days were heavier 
than others but it was always there nonetheless. This 

particular day brought on a much deeper sense of it 
because it was very clear what I took away when I took 
someone's life. The reality escapes us of this because we 
are in a prison cell every moment of our days. But on 
that ride to the Death House I saw what I took away and 
the remorse was literally unbearable. 
          Entering the Death House I couldn't help but feel 
how heavy the air fe1t as I stepped in. I wonder if what I 
felt had anything to do with the many men and women 
who had been executed there. One of the many things 
Texas is famous for is the number of executions that 
have taken place since the death penalty was reinstated 
in 1976. The death chamber was to my right as soon as I 
walked in, and I saw the small brightly lit room and the 
gurney. I still had a few hours (executions take place at 
6pm) so I was led to a small cell where I was strip-
searched and given another set of prison clothes. I was 
able to use the phone while waiting. This gave me the 
opportunity to say my goodbye to extended family and 
friends who weren’t able to come see me in person. I 
also spent time talking and praying with the unit 
chaplain. With each passing minute and hour my sense 
of peace grew. I had refused a last meal because food 
was not important to me at that point. My focus was on 
being strong and at peace, knowing that I would soon be 
facing my family and other witnesses and address them 
all for a final time. As my time grew near with only a 
few minutes remaining, the chaplain and I said a final 
prayer. Afterwards he stepped away to give me some 
time for myself. It was during these last few minutes that 
my prayers to God felt so intense that my spirit felt 
heavy. Even at this moment I didn't pray for my life.to 
be spared. My heart and focus remained His peace, 
strength and forgiveness. There was one more step I had 
to take before I took my last breath and it was important 
that God's Holy Spirit be with me. As I looked towards 
the front of my cell thinking the guards would be there 
to escort me to the gurney all I see is the chaplain 
standing there looking perplexed as he stared at his 
watch. He then looks at me and says something is wrong 
because the time said 6:01pm and no execution is ever 
delayed unless something was happening with some sort 
of last minute appeal. I wasn’t aware of any legal issue 
holding things up as I had not communicated with my 
attorneys, but I did know they were trying their best to 
get me a stay. However, we were all pretty much in 
agreement that it was unlikely any court would grant me 
a stay. I didn't know how to react to what the chaplain 
was telling me. I felt like I wasn't even here anymore, 
that's how focused I was. So I just kept pacing and 
praying. About an hour after I should have been 
executed I was informed by phone that I indeed was 
granted a stay of execution. I didn’t bother asking for 
any of the legal issues that caused this because I know 
who was really responsible. A flood of emotions hit me 
at once after the initial shock. I fell to my knees with  

Continued from page 6
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tears coming down my face as I praised God for His 
mercy and from that moment on my life has never been 
the same. 
          Many people have spoken of near death 
experiences, welI this was mine. I may not have seen 
any bright lights or seen angels or any such things so 
common with near death stories but what I did 
experience was the mighty hand of God on my life. 2 
Corinthians 5:17 says: "If anyone belongs to Christ. 
there is a new creation. The old things have gone. 
Everything is made new." Since I have accepted Jesus 
Christ as my lord and Savior I have not only found peace 
within myself, but I have come to understand that we are 
not defined by our failures. We are defined by God’s 
forgiveness. Jeremiah 29:11 says: "I know the plans I 
have for you declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and 
not harm you plans to give you hope and a future." 
Mistakes in life will be made. Some more critical than 
others. There's going to be pain struggles and dark 
moments when we question ourselves and even God. 
But God is good. He is so faithful. God gives us a 
testimony so we can know Him. I may not be able to 
change the past and redo my life over. 0r even that 
moment that led me here, but I continue to stand on 
God's promises and open my heart and life to Him. The 
apostle Paul experienced guilt and failure and in 
Philippians 3:13-14 he talked about it openly. We have 
aII done things for which we are ashamed, and we live in 
the tension of what we have been and what we want to 
be. Because our hope is in Christ, however we can let go 
of the past and look forward to what God will help us 
become. We mustn’t dwell on our past, instead grow in  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the knowledge of God by concentrating on our 
relationship with Him now. We must realize that we are 
forgiven and then move on to a life of faith and 
obedience. We must look forward to a fuller and more  
meaningful life because of our hope in Christ! Amen! 
          Now after 9 years I am housed on death watch 
again. My date has been set for August 31, 20t6. I praise 
God for He is my rock, my strength and my refuge. 
(Psalm 18:1-2) As it also says in one of the more 
familiar chapters in the book of Psalms (23) in verse 6: 
“Surely, goodness and love will fo1low me all the days 
of my life and I will dwell ln the house of the Lord 
forever." So, whatever God's will for me is this time. I 
have great faith and peace and I rejoice in His plan for 
my life. The power of forgiveness and peace still guides 
my steps and motivates my every thought-. Ephesians 
4:32 says: "Be kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving each other just as in Christ God forgave you." 
          No matter what sin may have been committed God 
forgives. But we have to seek His forgiveness. In doing 
that we must first call on the name of His Son Jesus, 
repent of our sins and believe in Him. Believe that He 
died on the cross for our sins and rose again out of the 
grave 3 days later and ascended into Heaven to sit. at the 
right hand of God. John 3:16 says it plainly that God so 
loved the world that He sent His one and only Son that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but, have 
everlasting life. Yes life is precious but it's because Jesus 
sacrificed His life that should inspire aII of us to love 
and forgive each other despite the pain and heartache we 
have in our heart. 

Important websites:
Kairos of Texas:   www.kairostexas.org

www.mykairos.orgKPMI:   

Continued from page 7

Some people are kind, polite, and sweet-spirited-until you try to sit in their pews.  

Many folks want to serve God, but only as advisers.  

It is easier to preach ten sermons than it is to live one.  

The good Lord didn't create anything without a purpose, but mosquitoes come close.  

When you get to your wit's end, you'll find God lives there.  

People are funny, they want the front of the bus, the middle of the road, and the back of the church.  

Opportunity may knock once, but temptation bangs on your front door forever.  

Quit griping about your church; if it was perfect, you couldn't belong.  

The phrase that is guaranteed to wake up an audience: "And in conclusion."  

Christian Humor

A stay of execution was granted was granted Aug. 31.
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KAIROS of TEXAS STATE OFFICERS

Chair -  Steve Newton
Past Chair - Jim Irwin
Vice Chair - Ray Sims 
Secretary - Cissy Kabat 
Financial Secretary - John Osborne
Treasurer - Robert Robinson
International Rep - Rhonne Gary
International Rep - Driskoll Tubbs
International Rep - Mike Stumbaugh
International Rep. - Robert Kimmel
KO Chair - Debbie Van Pelt
KO Vice Chair - Marjorie Whitner
KO State Secretary - Cathy Flint 
KPMI-KO Sub Committee - Marcia Wiseman
KPMI Board of Directors - Inetta Reddell
KPMI Board of Directors - Buck Rogers
KPMI Foundation Chair - Mike Springer 
TDCJ Dir. of Chap. Opr - Vance Drum
TDCJ Asst. Dir. Chap. Opr. - Michael Rutledge
TDCJ  Dir. of Vol. Srvs. - Clint Morris
Torch - Chapter Chair - Bill Salser

Committee Chairs:
AC Coordination Chair - Ray Sims
Agape - C.J. Salzman
Audio Video - Roger Harbert
Clergy Coord. - Rick Hope
E.I. Coordinator - Dolores Amador
Financial Sub-Comm. Chair - Bob Cole   
     Food Control - Glenda Robinson
Fund Raising/Sponsorship - Jim Lodovic
Music Committee - Scott Van Pelt
Newsletter Coord - Bettye Keefer
New Starts Committee - Ray Sims
Outreach Chair  - Dickson de la Haye
Program Committee - Debbie Van Pelt
Registrar - Julie Cole
State Training (AKT) - Mike Stumbaugh
Trailer Coord  - Scott Van Pelt
Website Coord. - David Ford

Important websites:
Kairos of Texas:   www.kairostexas.org

www.mykairos.orgKPMI:   
9.

Forgiveness originates with God. It provides us
with freedom and allows us to move forward.
Matthew 18:21-35

FORGIVENESS IS NOT

It is not reconcilation
It is not fair
It is not a feeling
It is not escaping
It is not forgetting
It is not excising
It is not a single event
It is not natural
It is not an option

FORGIVENESS IS

It is opportunity
It is grace
It is a decision
It is accepting
It is not remembering
It is releasing
It is a continuing process
It is supernatural

   What if you woke
up 

TODAY
    with only the things
                   that you

                thanked
God      for

yesterday?



Important websites:
Kairos of Texas:   www.kairostexas.org

www.mykairos.orgKPMI:   

      Be sure to visit our website at  We have a new webmaster, David Ford.www.kairostexas.org.
The schedule and location for State Board meetings for 2016 are included here. We have a calendar 
showing when all the weekends will be held.  Check your weekend - we depend on you to keep them 
updated.
      On that same website you will find the current state officers, state meetings and minutes, map of
state meetings, committees, and when the weekends are to be held. You will also find this current 
and past newsletters there. If your unit does a newsletter, we would love to add it. There are links to 
KPMI and TDCJ.
      There is information about Kairos Outside, including structure, forms and information, 
newsletters, and mission field. The minutes for KO meetings can also be found there.
      Please take a look and see if we need to change, remove or add anything. 

10.

THANKSGIVING IS NEXT MONTH. 
LET US BE GRATEFUL FOR WHAT WE HAVE.
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